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DIGITISATION IN BULGARIA – OVERVIEW 

•  It has been reported that several cultural institutions 
started the process of digitization between 2006 and 2008  

•  Digitization began as a part of different European projects 
• National Library as part of The European Library 
• Public Library in Varna  as a part of EuropeanaLocal  
• Institute of Mathematics and Informatics - Bulgarian 

Academy of Science 
•  A number of EC reports shows that the digitization in 

Bulgarian before 2010 is sporadic and very limited 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/dae/
document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=7065 
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DIGITISATION IN BULGARIA – OVERVIEW   (2) 

In 2015 : 
 w There is no national policy and strategy concerning the 
process of digitisation 

 w There is no legislation in this area   
 w There is no national policy in the digital-born materials 
copyright 

 
Financing, which Bulgarian government gives for digitisation, 

is either negligible or missing and  no official information 
could be found.  

  
Digitisation, online accessibility and digital preservation  

2011-2013  (a report on the Implementation of Commission 
Recommendation 2011/711/EU) 
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By the beginning of 2014 more than 330 000 files– 
manuscripts, old printed books, unpublished 
documents from the Bulgarian Historical Archive and 
Oriental Department, portraits and photos, graphical 
and cartographical editions, Bulgarian newspapers 
and journals from 1844 to 1944 – images and their 
metadata have been digitized by the National Library 
of Bulgaria and included in its Digital Library.  
 The Digital Library is structured in several collections 
according to the type and the chronological scope of 
the included documents. The different collections are 
subdivided in separate sections. 
 

DIGITAL   LIBRARY

http://nationallibrary.bg/cgi-bin/e-cms/vis/vis.pl?s=001&p=0192&n=&vis=

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 
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The process of digitisation of post cards and photos, 
printed at the end of XIX-th c. and the beginning of XX-th c. 
started in 2002.  
 

The on-going project called “Old Varna” is included as a 
best practice in PULMAN и CALIMERA  networks. 
 

The  mass digitisation started in 2008. It covers mainly the 
Serials printed in Varna at the  end of XIX-th c. and the 
beginning of XX-th c. All of these serials can be found only 
in Varna Library stocks.  
 

All materials from the OLD VARNA project are ingested 
in EUROPEANA.   

VARNA  DIGITAL  LIBRARY  

http://www.libvar.bg/projects/digitalcollection/ 

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 
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Regional initiative including: 
§  Plovdiv Public Library 
§  Regional History Museum - Plovdiv 
§  Regional Archaeology Museum - Plovdiv 
§  State Art Gallery - Plovdiv  
§  State Archive - Plovdiv 
 
Started in April 2012 
 
The artifacts and cultural heritage objects from Plovdiv 
region have been digitised.   

DIGITAL LIBRARY OF COLLECTIONS FROM 
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS IN PLOVDIV 

http://plovdivartefacts.com/?lang=en

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 
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REGINA – an Union Catologue covers: 

•  Public Library in Plovdiv 
•  Sofia Public Library 
•  Public Library in Bourgas 
•  Public Library in Veliko Tarnovo   

 
Most of the University Libraries  digitised their collections.   
 
The Programme Operator of the Programme BG08 “Cultural 
Heritage and Contemporary Arts”  better known as EEA GRANTS 
(Iceland, Lichtenstein, Norway) took final resolution for ranking 
of the project proposals in the begging of March 2015.   

PROJECTS FOR DIGITISATION 

BULGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCE INITIATIVES 
 
MUSEUMS AND ARCHIVES INITIATIVES  
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 A number of conferences dedicated to Bulgarian 

content in Europeana initiated by Bulgarian MEP 
Emil Stoyanov between 2010 and 2012 
 
A Conference “Bulgarian interpretation of the New 
Renaissance report of the Comité des sages and the 
Europeana strategic 2011 – 2015” held in Brussels 
in March 2011 
 
 
 
 

Conferences initiated by:  
•  MEPs 
•  Ministry of Culture 
•  Library Association 
•  Libraries 

INITIATIVES 

Regular Conferences, meetings and workshops 
run by BLIA, Public Library Varna and other 
cultural institutions.  
 
Europeana presented in Varna on 15 April 2014 

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 



2012 
•  38 263 

2013 
•  66 927 

2014 
•  80 563 

BULGARIA IN EUROPEANA –  
DECEMBER 2014 

Recommendation 2011/711/ЕС 
on the digitisation and online accessibility of cultural material and digital preservation  
(27.10.2011 г.) 

14 % 

National Library 
Public Library – Varna 
ATHENA 
Ontotext 
NALIS 

25 % 30 % 

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 

Indicative numbers: 
267 000 items 



http://statistics.europeana.eu 



PUBLIC LIBRARY VARNA 
IN EUROPEANA   FEBRUARY 2015 
46 332 RECORDS 

57 % of the Bulgarian Content 
Bucharest, 25 March 2015 



PUBLIC LIBRARY VARNA –  
THE BIGGEST DATA AGGREGATOR IN BG 

Bulgarian Content in Europeana is less than 0.2 %.  
 

Public Libraries:  Varna, Dobrich, Rousse,  
   Stara Zagora, Haskovo 

 
Museums 
Small Libraries 
Private Collectors  

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 



The Library helped to raise awareness of Europeana in Bulgaria and 
at the start of 2013 a national contest called 'My Europeana' was 
launched in schools across the country.  

 

‘Linked across borders and Time’ exhibition 

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 

EUROPEANA AWARENESS  IN BULGARIA 
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LOCLOUD  



 
•  Only 25% of the Libraries digitise the Cultural Heritage 

objects. As a result only 5,54% of the CHO are  
digitised.  

•  There is no National Register of the digitised CHO.  
•  There is no national coordination of the 

digitisation process. No national criteria has been set 
up by the Ministry of Culture. There is no clear 
relations between all organizations involved in this 
process.  

 
 

Bucharest, 25 March 2015 

CONCLUSIONS



The Conclusions:                                             (2) 
 
•  Digitisation is carried out mainly within the EU 

projects. 
  
•  There is no national programmes, especially 

covering the process of CHO digitisation.  

•  Most of the Libraries responded that the budget for 
digitisation is ZERO. 

 
•  The most important priority for  57% of the Libraries is 

to ensure online access to their collections as wеll as 
running e-services.   
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